
Audition Pack

 

 

 



Thank you for your interest in auditioning for CentreStage Rolleston’s production of 

Blackadder. 

This audition pack will provide you with all the information you will need going into 

your audition. 

We are seeking talented, animated and enthusiastic performers to join us on stage. 

Please take your time to read all the information carefully. 

 

Performance Dates   

Thursday 9th July at 7:30pm 

Friday 10th July at 7:30pm 

Saturday 11th July 7:30 pm 

Wednesday 15th July at 7:30pm 

Thursday 16th July at 7:30pm 

Friday 17th July at 7:30pm 

Saturday 18th July at 2pm and 7:30pm 

 

Performance location:  Rolleston Primary School, Tennyson Street, Rolleston 

 

Synopsis 

Blackadder 2 is set in England during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I (1558–1603), 

and sees the principal character, Edmund, Lord Blackadder, as a Tudor courtier 

attempting to win the favour of the Queen while avoiding execution by decapitation, a 

fate that befell many of her suitors. 

We will be performing three episodes of the famous BBC comedy. 

Bells: Blackadder gains a new young servant, Bob, and somehow falls for 

him. When he discovers that Bob is a girl named Kate, he wishes to marry 

her, much to Queenie's confusion. 

Head:  Blackadder relishes his new position as the Queen's head 

executioner, until a simple change to the execution schedule leads to 

catastrophic results when a prisoners wife wishes to visit him and the Queen 

decides to pardon him, despite his having been executed two days earlier. 

Beer:  Blackadder discovers that his ludicrously Puritan Aunt and Uncle 

Whiteadder are coming to visit him on the same night that he is having a party 

and a high-stakes drinking contest with Lord Melchett. Also, Queenie plans to 

sneak into the party to find out what happens on a boys' nights out. 



 

List of Characters 

Principles (Approx ages) 

Edmund Black Adder (Age 30+) Sarcastic, expressive face, excellent timing.  
The successful person will have to be able to grow facial hair. 

Percy (25+) Fall guy for Edmunds contempt, a man who really wants to 
please. 

Baldrick (25+)   Cunning? Dry Humour, excellent timing. 

Melchett (30+) A two faced self seeking man, he would do anything to get 
what he wants. 

Queenie (18+) A spoilt self indulgent female who wants her own way all the 
time. 

Nursie (40+) completely dotty in every way 

Lute Player:  (any age or gender):  This character comes on at random times 
to add a comedic musical interlude during and between episodes. 

Ensemble Characters for each episode.   Actors will play more than one 
character 

Female Characters 

• Kate/Bob 

• Crone 

• Wisewoman 

• Mrs Ploppy 

• Lady Farrow 

• Edmonds Aunt 

Male Characters 

• Kates father 

• Dr Leech 

• Flashheart 

• Mr Ploppy 

• Edmonds Uncle 

• Monk 

• Piddle 

 



Audition information 

Auditions will be held on Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st of April 2020 from 6.30pm 
to 9.30pm at the Robert Harris Café in Rolleston.  Each audition will be about 15 
minutes long.  We will take a photograph of you to assist with casting.  If you are not 
able to make these time, please contact Phil Dean (details below). 

At the audition you will be asked to read for two characters so have a think about 
which characters will be your first and second preference. 

To see your dramatic range please prepare a 2-minute dramatic monologue (not 
comedy). You can refer to notes or a script for this part of the audition. 

We are not looking for you to copy the BBC actors, we want to see how you would 
play the well-known characters.  

To book your audition please go to our website: www.centrestagerolleston.org.nz 

Please fill in the online audition form ensuring that you fill in all of the required fields. 

Choose your preferred audition time then click ‘BOOK MY AUDITION’ 

We will contact you via email within a few days to confirm your audition day and time 

Notification of casting 

Applicants will be notified by phone after the selection process is complete.  You 

should expect to hear back from someone within the week following your auditions. 

Rehearsals 

Rehearsals will be held on: 

• Wednesdays 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

• Sundays 7:30 – 9:30 pm 
 

The first rehearsal is on 3 May 2020 for a read through then we will have a week off 

to give you time to read your scripts and start in ernest on 10 May 2020. 

In the week or so leading up to opening night, please be aware that we may be 

adding in extra rehearsals to ensure that we are ready for an audience. Please 

ensure that your schedule is free to accommodate for this. 

Performing Fees 

Every person who performs onstage in any CentreStage Rolleston production must 

pay a Show Levy which allows you to be fully involved with the show.  The Show 

Levy for this production is $25 which includes a CentreStage Rolleston show-specific 

T-shirt. 

  

www.centrestagerolleston.org.nz


Cast Expectations 

Being involved in this production is a definite commitment.  Each cast member must 

be present for rehearsals when required.  If for any reason you are unable to attend 

a rehearsal, you are required to contact the Production Manager as soon as 

possible. 

Participation in this production requires a huge commitment of both time and 

professionalism to ensure a production of the highest possible quality, therefore, 

please do not audition if you are not able to fully commit to the rehearsal schedule. 

The rehearsal schedule will be carefully managed to make the most effective use of 

each performer’s time. You will only be called when you are required and while we 

make every attempt to minimise waiting times during rehearsals, performers are 

required to be mindful of and show courtesy to performers who are rehearsing and 

taking direction. 

Scripts and scores for the show will be provided following the completion of a 

successful audition. 

All on-stage roles are on an unpaid basis. 

 

The Production Team 

Director – Marilyn Ollett 

Production Manager – Phil Dean 

 

If you have any questions at all regarding the audition process, please contact: 

Phil Dean – Production Manager 

Ph: 0275398111 

Email: auditions.csr@gmail.com 


