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The Production Team 

 

Director - Phil Dean 

Musical Director - Caelan Thomas 

Choreographer - Anna Randall 

Production Manager - Claire Clark 

 
  



 

 
 
Thank you for your interest in auditioning for CentreStage Rolleston’s production of Chicago. 

We are seeking talented, animated and enthusiastic performers to light up our stage.  This audition 

pack will provide you with all of the information you will need to give you the best chance at your 

audition so please take time to read all the information carefully. 

 

Performance Dates 

Chicago will be performed in 2021 for 7 performances on the following dates: 

 

Friday 23rd April at 7:30 pm 

Saturday 24th April at 7:30 pm 

Sunday 25th April at 5 pm 

Wednesday 28th April at 7:30 pm 

Thursday 29th April at 7:30 pm 

Friday 30th April at 7:30 pm 

Saturday 1st May at 7:30 pm 

 

Synopsis 

 

Set in the legendary city during the roaring “jazz hot” 20s, Chicago tells the story of two rival 

vaudevillian murderesses locked up in Cook County Jail.  Nightclub star Velma’s serving time for 

killing her husband and sister after finding the two in bed together.  Driven chorus girl Roxie’s been 

tossed in the joint for bumping off the lover she’s been cheating on her husband with.  Not one to 

rest on her laurels, Velma enlists the help of prison matron Mama Morton and slickster lawyer Billy 

Flynn, who turn Velma’s incarceration into a murder-of-the-week media frenzy, thus preparing the 

world for a splashy showbiz comeback.  But Roxie’s got some of her own tricks up her sleeve… 

 

  



 

 
 
List of Characters 

 

Roxie Hart: Age 25-40. Innocent, sexy, desperate, selfish.  Roxie is not very bright and never thinks 

about the consequences of her actions before she says or does things.  Every move is selfish, 

every idea foolish and ill-considered, and yet she remains strangely sympathetic because we know 

her selfishness is not malicious; but childish.  All Roxie cares about is getting into Vaudeville.  

Needs to be a strong actress, singer and dancer. (mezzo) 

 

Velma Kelly: Age 25-45. Sarcastic, sexy, tough, funny.  Velma is a former vaudeville performer 

who also serves as the hostess. She often talks directly to the audience. She killed her husband 

and her sister after finding them together. Used to being the "headliner" she learns to hold her 

tongue and make nice to save her vaudeville career.  

Needs to be a strong actress, singer and dancer. (alto) 

 

Billy Flynn: Age 35-60. Sexy, persuasive, manipulative, masculine.  Billy is a suave, educated 

lawyer who can persuade anyone to do anything.  Billy will take any case as long as it is sure to put 

money in his pocket.  Billy is a lot like a Hollywood Agent.  

Needs to be a strong character actor who can sing and dance well. (tenor) 

 

Amos Hart: Age 30-50. Charming, funny, vulnerable, timid man.  Amos is an average guy, not very 

good looking, not very smart.  Manipulated easily, Amos is the only character in Chicago whose 

motives are entirely pure, never selfish and he's the only character who really loses ultimately. 

Strong character actor who can sing well. (baritone) 

 

Matron “Mama” Morton: Age 35-65. Sexy, funny, powerful and tough.  The matron of the Cook 

County Jail who believes that all favours she gives should be reciprocated or paid for.  If Billy is the 

Agent, Mama would be considered the Manager.  

Needs to be strong character actor who can sing well. (alto) 

 

Mary Sunshine: Any age. Looking for a male or female soprano or counter tenor who can sing 

legitimately up to a high B flat who must play a woman with the image of a good natured talk show 

hostess but is actually a high powered gossip columnist.   Must be a good comedian. (soprano) 

 

Female/Male Chorus: Ages 18+. Looking for strong dancers and singers.  There are several 

featured acting roles. 



 

 
 
Audition information 

 

Auditions will be held at Rolleston College, 631 Springston Rolleston Road, Rolleston. 

Please park in the car park with entrance on Broadlands drive, to the south side of the school, next 

to the Selwyn Aquatic Centre, as per the red arrow below.   

Follow the CentreStage flags to the correct entrance. 

 

 

Audition dates and times 

 

Saturday 21st November 9 am – 12:45 pm 

Sunday 22nd November 9 am – 3:45 pm 

 

Please arrive at least 15 minutes prior to your audition and ensure you have your performance song 

ready and your voice is warmed up.  Auditions will last for approximately 10 minutes. 

   

Please note that we will be taking a photo to accompany your application. 

You must be 18 years old at the time of the audition. 

 

Dance Audition (Everybody MUST attend) 

 

Dance auditions will be held at Rolleston College, 631 Springston Rolleston Road, Rolleston on 

Sunday 22nd November at 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 



 

 
 
 

Please don’t panic!! This session will cater to all levels of dance abilities from non-movers to 

experienced dancers.  It will be very relaxed and fun.   

Be sure to wear comfortable clothing and bring a drink bottle. 

 

NOTE:  If for any reason you are unavailable for the audition times and would still like to audition, 

please contact:  Claire Clark – Production Manager to discuss possible alternative arrangements. 

Ph: 02102373855,  Email: auditions.csr@gmail.com 

 

Song Selection 

Choose a song to sing that you know well and that best suits your voice and be confident in your 

choice.  Bring a backing track where appropriate or sing a capella, it’s up to you.  Be aware that the 

musical director may ask you to sing with the piano in order to find out your vocal range. 

 
Booking an Audition 
 

To book your audition please go to our website: 

 

www.centrestagerolleston.org.nz 

 

• Please fill in the online audition form ensuring that you fill in ALL of the required fields.  

Choose your preferred audition time then click ‘BOOK MY AUDITION’ 

• We will contact your via email within a few days to confirm your audition day/time 

• Put it in your calendar 

• Prepare your audition song 

• DON’T FORGET TO TURN UP ON THE DAY! 

 

Notification of Audition Outcome 

Applicants will be notified by phone after the selection process is complete.  You should expect to 

hear back from someone within the week following your auditions. 

 

  

http://www.centrestagerolleston.org.nz/


 

 
 
Rehearsals 

Rehearsals will be at Rolleston College on: 

 

Wednesdays 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

Thursdays 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

Sundays 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

 

There will be initial music rehearsals prior to Christmas on: 

Sunday 29th November 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

Sunday 06th December 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

Sunday 13th December 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

 

The first full rehearsal will be 17th January 2021 

 

In the week or so leading up to opening night, please be aware that we will be adding in extra 

rehearsals, including a Technical Rehearsal, to ensure that we are ready for an audience.  Please 

ensure that your schedule is free to accommodate for this.   

 

Performing Fees 

Every person who performs onstage in any CentreStage Rolleston production must pay a Show 

Levy which allows you to be fully involved with the show.  The Show Levy for Chicago is $25 which 

includes a CentreStage Rolleston, show-specific T-shirt. 

 

Cast Expectations 

 

Being involved in this production is a definite commitment. 

Each cast member must be present for all rehearsals when required. 

 

If for any reason you are unable to attend a rehearsal, you are required to contact the Production 

Manager with at least 24 hours notice if possible. Participation in this production requires a huge 

commitment of both time and professionalism to ensure a production of the highest possible quality, 

therefore, please do not audition if you are not able to fully commit to the rehearsal schedule. 

 



 

 
 
While talent is our primary consideration when casting, a high level of dedication is required for the 

show.  Final choices for all roles will be made with this in mind. 

 

It is the job of the Director and the rest of the Production Team to decide who fits best in each role.  

The Production Team will always try and cast a show in the best way possible for the overall quality 

of the show.  Although disappointment in roles is inherent in the world of theatre, actors must learn  

that theatre is a TEAM activity, and that the art of working on a show, no matter the role, is the 

entire point of participation.  Casting a production is like putting together a puzzle – all the pieces 

must fit to make a good cast, and the Production Team takes casting very seriously. 

 

If cast in the show, you agree not to accept any other theatre commitments without prior permission 

of the Production Team. 

 

The rehearsal schedule will be carefully managed to make the most effective use of each 

performer’s time.  You will only be called when you are required and while we make every attempt 

to minimise waiting times during rehearsals, performers are required to be mindful of and show 

courtesy to performers who are rehearsing and taking direction while you wait for your scene/turn. 

 

Scripts and scores for the show will be provided following the completion of a successful audition. 

 

All on-stage roles are on an unpaid basis. 

 

If you have any questions at all regarding the audition process, please contact: 

 

Claire Clark – Production Manager 

Ph: 02102373855 

Email: auditions.csr@gmail.com 

 

mailto:auditions.csr@gmail.com

